CENTRAL QUEENSLAND SWIMMING ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
22 May 2016
Rockhampton Leagues Club, Rockhampton

1.1

AGENDA ITEM
OPENING
Attendance

1.3

Apologies

1.

2.0

PREVIOUS MINUTES

NOTES ON DISCUSSION
Meeting opened @ 10.35am
Michael Borg, Jodie Shanks, Amanda Noone, Jenny Smith, Val
Kalmikovs, Judy Borg, David Milburn, Gary Knight, Rachel Larz, Maureen
Jones, Sonya Galvin, Miles Goudie, Reggie Emery, Stephen Thefs, John
Tumbers, Scott Hartwell, Rachel Sampson, Judy Borg, Margaret
Milburn, Sarah, Emery, Karina Collinson, Nicole Dendle, Karen Doherty.
Wendy Garroway, Richard Austin, Shari Hancox, Danielle Tomkins,
Rachele Milburn, Keiran Mulhall, Paddy Steele, Heidi McMahon
Previous minutes read.

RESOLUTON

That the minutes of the Annual
General Meeting held on 31 May
2015 be accepted.

Moved: Gary Knight
Seconded: Scott Hartwell
CARRIED

Moved: Michael Borg
Seconded: Jodie Shanks
CARRIED
Moved: Jenny Smith
Seconded: Val Kalmikovs
CARRIED
Moved: Michael Borg
Seconded: Sarah Emery
CARRIED
Moved: Val Kalmikovs
Seconded: Judy Borg
CARRIED

2.1

Business arising –
previous minutes
REPORTS

4.1

President’s Report

Report presented by Michael Borg.

That the report be accepted.

4.2

Treasurer’s Report

Report presented by Jenny Smith.

That the report be accepted.

4.3

Registrar’s Report

Report presented by Michael Borg.

That the report be accepted.

4.4

Record Steward’s Report

Report presented by Val Kalmikovs.

That the report be accepted.

4.0

OUTCOME
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4.5

Coaching Sub
Committee’s Report

4.6

Technical Official’s
Report

5.0

ELECTION OF OFFICE
BEARERS

No report to be presented.

That the report be accepted.

Report presented by Sarah Emery.

That the report be accepted.

Moved:
Seconded:
CARRIED
Moved: Sarah Emery
Seconded: Scott Hartwell
CARRIED

Michael Borg vacated chair for President vote. Gary Knight took the
chair for president vote.

5.1

President

Only 1 nomination received by close of nominations - Michael Borg

5.2

Vice President

Only 1 nomination received by close of nominations – Jodie Shanks

5.3

Junior Vice President

5.4

Secretary

Only 1 nomination received by close of nominations – Amanda Noone

5.5

Treasurer

Only 1 nomination received by close of nominations – Jenny Smith

5.6

Registrar

Stephen Thefs was nominated from the floor.

5.7

Record Steward

Only 1 nomination received by close of nominations – Val Kalmikovs

5.8

Publicity Officer

No Nominations

5.9

Central Highlands
Representative

No Nominations

5.9

Far Western
Representative

No Nominations

Karina Collinson was nominated from the floor.
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Nominated: David Milburn
Seconded: Judy Borg
CARRIED
Nominated: Amanda Noone
Seconded: Jenny Smith
CARRIED
Nominated: Michael Borg
Seconded: Jodie Shanks
CARRIED
Nominated: Michael Borg
Seconded: Jenny Smith
CARRIED
Nominated: Michael Borg
Seconded: Amanda Noone
CARRIED
Nominated: John Tumbers
Seconded: Rachel Sampson
CARRIED
Nominated: Michael Borg
Seconded: Amanda Noone
CARRIED
Nominated:
Seconded:
CARRIED
Nominated:
Seconded:
CARRIED
Nominated:
Seconded:
CARRIED

6.0

APPOINTMENT OF
AUDITOR

Meeting discussed appointment of auditor for 2017.

7.0

APPOINTMENT OF
PATRON

No Nominations

7.0

LIFE MEMBERS
7.1

Mr Phil Mitchell

Meeting considered nomination.

7.2

Mr Geoff Rafter

Meeting considered nomination.

7.3

Mrs Jenny Smith

Meeting considered nomination.

7.4

Mr David Milburn

Meeting considered nomination.

7.5

Mr Graham Simpson
(Simo)

Meeting considered nomination.

8.0

FEES

Meeting considered current fees and club operating environments.

9.0

MEETING CLOSE

Meeting closed at 11.17 am

Position
Signed

Name

President :

Michael Borg

Secretary:

Amanda Noone

Signature

That Don Martin is appointed as
auditor for 2017.

Moved: Jenny Smith
Seconded: Michael Borg
CARRIED
Moved:
Seconded:

That Mr Phil Mitchell is awarded
Life Membership of CQSA for his
outstanding contributions to the
Association.
That Mr Geoff Rafter is awarded
Life Membership of CQSA for his
outstanding contributions to the
Association.
That Mrs Jenny Smith is awarded
Life Membership of CQSA for her
outstanding contributions to the
Association.
That Mr David Milburn is awarded
Life Membership of CQSA for his
outstanding contributions to the
Association.
That Mr Graham Simpson is
awarded Life Membership of CQSA
for his outstanding contributions to
the Association.
That the fees of the Association for
2017 be adopted as per attached
schedule.

Moved: Michael Borg
Seconded: David Milburn
CARRIED

Date
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Moved: Michael Borg
Seconded: Jodie Shanks
CARRIED
Moved: Michael Borg
Seconded: Scott Hartwell
CARRIED
Moved: Michael Borg
Seconded: Judy Borg
CARRIED
Moved: Michael Borg
Seconded: Jodie Shanks
CARRIED
Moved: David Milburn
Seconded: Sarah Emery
CARRIED

2016 CQSA Annual General Meeting
President’s Report
The 2015/16 swimming year was another successful year for the region; we now have a small respite
period before the sporting world turns to GOLD with the Olympic Games. Many will remember Madison
Wilson swimming locally at our meets; this will be an exceptional opportunity to motivate our young
swimmers for what they may achieve.
The Association hosted, with the assistance of the region’s clubs, two carnivals this year which provided
valuable platforms for State & National competitions. CQ Sprints was hosted by Emu Pk, Yeppoon & SBU
under the watchful eye of Mrs. Sarah Emery. This was a fantastic event and great to see competition
return to the Yeppoon Pool. The space was a bit tight, but some say this is good for competition, and
ultimately the kids enjoyed the event. CQ Championships suffered from weather elements, but the roofed
venue proved its worth. Special thanks is warranted to all the volunteers for their time, especially Meet
Director, Mrs Susan Brown, . Iit was particularly pleasing to see many clubs take on roles for the entire
weekend and undertake those jobs professionally and to a high standard.
Special thanks needs to be extended to our Referee’s and the many officials who ensure our meets
throughout the region are conducted “within the rules” and done so in the spirit of competition. Without
their support and many hours of commitment, the competition would just not happen. Thank you to those
who are working on their technical qualifications, as with all sport, many more are needed so keep up the
good work! Many volunteers aren’t seen but without them there would be chaos.
This year in the Management Committee introduced a series of Development Grants so that clubs may
undertake development programs that may ordinarily be beyond their reach. A sum of ~$18,000 has been
allocated to date which roughly represents 2 years of development levy contributions from carnivals. Next
year will see a shift in focus from club based activities to SQ Activities and those providing Clusters of Clubs
Clinics.
Our State & National swimmers this year again showed CQ can match it with the best medalling in a range
of events; these young men & women should be proud of their achievements. Coaches & parents also
deserve praise, as their support is integral to the swimmers success.
Sadly this year we lost a great friend in Mr Nev Hamilton. Up until last year, Nev hasn’t hadn’t missed a
CQSA AGM since its inception. We have included the commemoration prepared for his funeral service.
The 16/17 season will get a kick start with the Olympic Games which will hopefully feed the sport through
higher participation; we just have to work at it staying that way.
Finally, the Management Committee is thanked for their contributions of time, energy and enthusiasm
throughout the year; your efforts are appreciated by all!

Michael Borg
For CQSA Management Committee

VALE NEV HAMILTON
Central QLD Swimming Association Life Member

Sadly Nev is no longer with us, but the contribution he has made to Central Queensland
Swimming is his legacy to a sport he loved. When advised of his passing I paused to
reflect on how he had contributed so much to our sport and how he had helped so many
achieve the goals they were setting for themselves.
My recollection of Nev is how most would recall him, and that is; dressed in the white
attire of a Swimming Queensland Referee and spending countless hours volunteering
his time, thereby ensuring our swimmers and officials were well schooled in the
requirements of Competitive Swimming. A gentleman in every sense of the word, those
who knew Nev were fortunate to have done so.
As a boy, I recall a coach trip to Rockhampton made by a Brisbane Swimming Team of
which I was a part of and while (given my age at the time – a long time ago!), I don’t
recall specifically seeing Nev at the meet, I am certain he was there since it was the
inaugural meet in the newly completed Southside 2nd World War Memorial Swimming
Pool on Lion Creek Road. Interestingly, on arriving in Rockhampton, the bus drove past
the 25-metre pool in Scotia Place (that was being replaced by this “new” one we would
compete in that evening). To this day, I recall the large number of people using such a
small facility and was told that the pool management would allocate time to people
around each side of the pool to enter the water. Essentially, each side in turn would
enjoy 15 minutes of water time then be compelled to wait some 45 minutes sun-baking
before their next opportunity to enter the pool came around. Remembering that there
was little air-conditioning available and TV was so new that it had little impact on how
people relaxed, the swimming pool was a meeting place for all.
I know that Nev was very proud of the then “new” FINA compliant pool that has just
recently been replaced, this pool we competed in from early in the 60’s through to its
recent replacement with a newer FINA compliant pool. Our community is fortunate to
have had such a great facility to enjoy as both a recreational pool and as a competition
pool.
After many years as a practicing Referee, Nev retired to enjoy life as a bee-keeper and I
admit to purchasing from him on more than one occasion. I am also aware that he was
very proud of the fact that he had not missed a Central Queensland AGM since its
inception until this year when ill health necessitated he remain at home.

Like most dedicated people associated with our sport, Nev would often travel to referee
at meets away from home and one of these was the Barcaldine Outback Oasis Meet. In
conversation with him, I recall how he had told me that many times he travelled to
officiate at this competition, meeting expenses from his own pocket. A common trait for
those committed to our sport and it emphasised the dedication Neville had for
Swimming. Nev would travel to Barcaldine by overnight train, Officiate all day and
return to Rockhampton that night by another overnight train. An endurance feat for
someone who at that time was no longer a “spring chicken”.
I believed that what he was telling me was he loved the meet’s atmosphere along with
the hospitality always extended to him by people in western Queensland and that
difficulties encountered by him were insignificant when he could contribute so much
while assisting the club’s committee in running their meet successfully. Western clubs
were always appreciative of his efforts to assist them.
Nev went about his business in a quiet unassuming manner and like all with a passion
for their sport, was prepared to give more than they received, yet if the truth be known,
Nev would all do it all again for nothing.
A life member of the Central Queensland Swimming Association, Nev’s contribution to
our sport could never be overstated. It is sad to say farewell since it has been a real
pleasure to have known you.
Our thoughts are with your family during this sad time.

David Milburn
On behalf of all Central Queensland Swimming Members Past & Present

Central Queensland Swimming
PO Box 3108
North Rockhampton QLD 4701
A.B.N. 83 899 117 106

REGISTRARS REPORT
2016 AGM

As at 12 May 2016
37 Clubs



9 Inactive
28 Financial

Total Members 3678

Still no reporting function in Club Lane to breakdown number of swimmers etc, it is coming.

2015-2016 Season CQSA new records in numbers

Total CQSA records: 130 (accounted for)
Male records 72, Female records 58
Most records male: Ty Hartwell 23
Most records female: Emilee Burness 14

Emu
Park SC
Caribeae
SC
Aquajets
SC
Gladstone
Gladiators
Rocky
City SC
Total
records

BBCQ-SC
1

BBCQ-LC

CQ-SC

CQ-LC
1

Total
2

9

4

10

5

28

1

1

4

1

5

34

23

16

21

94

49

27

27

27

130

MC records by CQSA swimmers:
Jack Ireland (Gladstone Gladiators)
Open Oceanic
Records:
200 IM
4 X 50 Men's
Free Relay

S14 16Yrs
Australian
Records:
200 Fly
400 IM

S14 MENS Open
QLD Records:
200 Fly
400 IM

QLD 16 Yrs MC
S14 QLD
Records:
50 Free
100 Free
200 Free
50 Fly
100 Fly
50 Back

2016 AGM – Technical Official Report – Sarah Emery.
Taking over the administrative duties from Dean Rodgers for the 2015-2016 season was
a daunting task. Dean’s commitment and dedication to the sport were unparalleled, and
he was certainly missed throughout the season. However we are hopeful of seeing more
of him in the season ahead.
2016 was a positive year for officials in CQ, with our officials achieving some significant
goals. Rachel Sampson and Myself were both selected in the Swimming Queensland
High Performance Technical Official Mentor Program with John Keppie, and we have
used the opportunity to further interact with Officials on a higher level, and have greater
conversations with officials from other Queensland regions, in looking at how officials
are developed and supported. This experience has solidified the belief that CQ needs a
working Technical Committee, to which end we are working on establishing this in the
lead up to the first meet of the season. It has been of great benefit to the region and we
should be proud that we were successful in having two applicants accepted into this 6
person program. Michael Borg was accepted into the Mentor Program at the 2015 Qld
State Titles in December, for developing and encouraging officials towards successfully
sitting their referee exam. I was selected for the State Age Teams Development Camp in
Canberra in 2015. On a local level, we were fortunate in that we had several members
acquire further accreditations, and our numbers are slowly growing. The development of
an official to a Level 1 referee is at least a 3-4 year process, and we are fortunate to have
several people looking at sitting their Level 1 referee’s exam hopefully within the next 2
years.
Officiating in Australia is changing. A National system of Accreditation is about to be
implemented, after more than 4 years of development. In reality, Queensland will
experience the smallest change compared to the other states, as effectively the remaining
states are being brought into line with Queensland. However it has required some
changes in the way that people attain their qualifications, both the theoretical and
practical sides of accreditations. When the new system is up and running, and all
assessors have completed their updated training, we will be able explain and
demonstrate to the clubs how to help develop officials.
From an officiating point of view, the season has been very busy, with meets scheduled
regularly across the entire CQ region, sometimes with two meets on the same weekend.
We continue to Support and Thank the CQ Management Committee on their endeavours
to ensure the calendar avoids all clashes where possible, (not only just for CQ meets, but
also other region and state level meets), which not only allows the swimmers the greatest
opportunity to experience as many carnivals as possible, but allows for officials to be
present at as many carnivals as they can/wish. Officials are volunteers, we are all happy
to support the swimmers of the region. However it is not always possible for us to attend
every single week, so we Thank all clubs across the region for their support of us and
their understanding when we need to juggle personal commitments. We welcome anyone
who wants to join us on deck – it is both a challenge and an extremely rewarding
pastime. Yes, being on deck all day can seem like a daunting task, but to be completely
honest – it is the best seat in the house to watch the swimming!
To this end however, we do need to discuss the support and development of Technical
Officials. Currently the CQSA website has a statement from 11-08-2009 regarding
payment from clubs to officials based on “25c per kilometer travelled by an official in
their private vehicle provided a round trip of 90kms is performed whilst….…”. It provides
the formula to follow with several provisos/conditions and the onus is on the official to
complete the paperwork and requests. There is then a second formula for working at

Regional Level meets at the behest of CQ. Granted, recently it has otherwise become
customary practice to offer an attending official $50 and a bottle of wine for a meet,
however as this is not declared as a requirement of clubs, recently we have seen some
clubs forget or overlook the thought of looking after officials. Officials are not in this
position to make money, we each do it for a genuine love of the sport, and in our support
of the each and every swimmer. However it is my sincere belief that we need to better
support our officials if we are to encourage more people to step up and take on these
vital roles. I have spent this year speaking with the chairs of the other regional Technical
Committees, to discuss the way in which they support and develop their officials. The
general finding was that the regions that operate the way we do, are experiencing the
same problems – low numbers and a lack of willingness. Overwhelmingly however, the
same discussions all led to the same conclusion. The Gold Coast Region uses a
significantly different model, and as a result, it is common to have 17 to 20 officials
(Starter, Ref, IOT, JOS) on deck at any weekend. It is obvious that the development and
support plans they have in place are effective and indeed a model to follow.
I am proposing that we adopt a model similar to the GC. {for the purpose of this
proposal, the term Officials refers to IOT, JOS, Referee, Assessor and where specifically
requested by the host club, Starter.} Clubs and the CQ Committee will be required to
send a request to me asking for officials. This request should also confirm all other meet
roles (Marshals, Check Starters, Chief Time Keepers, Meet Director, Announcer, Starter
et al) are being performed by club members who are competent in that role, and should
also detail whether those club members are seeking accreditation in these roles. We will
then ensure to the best of our abilities that we have an assessor and all officials required
for the legality of the meet to be present. For all assessments, the person will be required
to complete that assigned role for the entire day(s) to allow the assessor a genuine
opportunity to determine suitability for gaining the qualification. Assessors will work
only in the Assessor role and not in an on deck role. In return for this, in addition to
providing food and water for the on deck officials, clubs will pay a levy equal to $1.50 per
swimmer nominated for the meet. This money is to be deposited into a bank account
controlled by the CQ Technical Committee to create a pool from which officials will be
paid. I will maintain a database detailing meets and officials present. At the end of the
season, each official who has worked at a meet as appointed, and has attended at least 3
meets will be eligible to share in the pool. The pool is then divided on a pro rata basis
dependent on the number of days worked – someone who worked 20 days will receive
twice the amount as someone who worked 10 for example. This has worked extremely
successfully on the GC, and I see no reason why it would not work in CQ. Clubs will
need to be mindful that whilst most of the officials are more than happy to travel to
meets, from time to time it may be necessary and would be gratefully appreciated, for
clubs to assist in accommodation or fuel costs where the distance is significant. In
General, those clubs in this situation have always been more than willing to assist, as
they understand the role of the official, so we do not see this being a major change.
Whilst it may not have been observed or recognized by the public throughout the season,
the use of borrowed Walkie Talkies with ear pieces amongst the on deck and control
room officials has allowed meets to run more efficiently. This practice is routinely
utilized on a state and national level, and more and more regions are developing this as
a standard. We would like to propose as a level of development for officials (along with
the provision of a shirt when an official reaches the starter/IOT level) that all officials
who pass their Level One Swimming Queensland Referee’s exam, are given as a gift from
CQ, a Walkie Talkie. We are proposing that the Development fund is utilized for this
purpose, that a bank of walkie talkies is purchased and presented to each current
referee, with spares ready for each new referee. Each of these officials will then be

required to keep their walkie talkie charged, in good working condition and ready for
use when they attend meets. This practice will further assist our referees when working
at a State or National Level, as we would not only be able to bring our own personal
earpieces (which for hygienic reasons alone is highly desirable), but also it allows our
regional officials to work to a standard of practice which is of a state level, and makes
the transition to the state level seamless.
The sole purpose of any official at a meet is to give every swimmer a fair and equal
opportunity to compete. We will give every swimmer every opportunity to do their best,
whilst maintaining our impartiality and professionalism. To this end, there is an issue
which has been raised with us on several occasions throughout the season, and the
AGM is the best opportunity to discuss and resolve. Multi Class (MC) swimmers are
welcomed at every meet in CQ. Whilst not all meets provide separate MC events, MC
swimmers are invited and encouraged to enter in Open events. In these situations, we,
in the spirit of fairness, afford the swimmers their MC exemptions in the Open Events.
This is not a problem at these meets. The issue is where separate MC events are
available to swimmers in the program. In the interest of fairness to all swimmers, I am
proposing that in the situation where both MC and Open events are on offer in a
program, a MC swimmer is only allowed to enter 1 (one) event of each specific stroke and
distance (eg, they can not enter both the MC 50m breaststroke and Open/age group
50m breaststroke). This is giving the MC swimmer 2 opportunities to record a qualifying
time whereas all open swimmers are only afforded one opportunity. The MC swimmers
are still able to enter the open events if they are not offered as a separate MC event, and
will be afforded their exemptions in these open event. This system will give every
swimmer entered in the meet one event in which to chase a qualifying time, thus making
it the fairest opportunity for all. Naturally the opportunity for swimmers to have another
chance to obtain a qualifying time through the running of time trials will always remain
at the discretion and agreement between the Meet Director and Referee on the day.
The introduction of the Club Lane and My Lane systems are now completed, albeit with
some minor teething problems still being ironed out. There is still some work required
with the Technical Official Database within Club Lane, however it does appear that this
is nearing completion. We encourage each and every club to continue to grow your ranks
with parents becoming assessed in the official roles – not every official has to develop to
a referee level – Marshals and Check Starters are vital roles that ensure each meet runs
smoothly. Officials work as a team – every member is just as important as the next.
On behalf of the Technical Officials in CQ, again, I thank each of the clubs of the region
for your support and understanding in working with the Officials that we send to each
meet. We look forward to seeing everyone next season.
Sarah Emery.

Although not a competitive swimmer, Phil can recall some very fast
swimmers coming out of the Barcaldine pool and early into his presidency, he set about attracting swimmers to compete in Barcaldine from
both sides of the Range. IN PAQRTICULAR, THOSE WHO WOULD
COME FROM THE COAST. After
striving to obtain sponsorship from
the Commonwealth Bank, a shield
was donated by Esme Turner and
Robin Harvey. The meet gradually
evolved into the Outback Oasis
Swim Meet and has been very successful in attracting swimmers and
providing excellent competition for
the barky club members. Initially a
sprint meet, there are now several
distances contested with the highlight of the meet being the running
of “The BARCALDINE SKINS”.
When Phil commenced his Presidency, the club flourished and interest in swimming competitively grew
as more and more interclub events
were held.

Shortly after becoming President, Phil
set about making Club nights more
streamlined & more enjoyable. Nominations closed beforehand and time
standards were introduced so that
swimmers could progress from one
level to a higher one as they continued to improve themselves.

Many of the “referees” were not accredited
when Phil started so he commenced having
them obtain their tickets in order to assist the
swimmers. Nev Hamilton and John Samuels
became regular attendees of the meet and
they set about imparting knowledge to those
on pool deck and before too long, Phil was a
qualified referee.

Another day in his office, Phil is hard
at work encouraging those swimming
in the event.

Swimming carnivals provide wonderful opportunities to catch up with nice people. For everyone, it is a great
pleasure to meet up with Phil and others like him when attending meets throughout Central Queensland.,.

I NOMINATE PHIL MITCHELL TO
RECEIVE LIFE MEMBERSHIP
WITH THE CENTRAL
QUEENSLAND SWIMMING
ASSOCIATION.
DAVID MILBURN
SECONDED
MICHAEL BORG

Serving Barcaldine, Councillor Phil Mitchell

Like most parents Phil joined the
swimming club when his daughter
commenced and immediately took
a committee position to support
her in her new found activity. A
position he held for 11 years.
At that time, the annual swim meet
was named the “Robyn Harvey
and Esme Turner Sprint Carnival
which changed its’ name to become The “Outback Oasis Meet”.

Barcaldine AmateurSwimming Club:
President
Vice President
Secetary
Technical Official
Life Member BASC

Having a need for qualified swimming officials, Phil invited Nev
Hamilton to officiate at the meet
and Nev often remarked on the
generosity and friendships he
made attending this particular
meet. I know for a fact that he enjoyed this trip west each year.
Soon he was being accompanied
by John Samuels {another referee]
and between them, Phil gradually
obtained his referee qualifications.
In 1992, Phil sat & passed hisd
exam as a SQ Referee. Since
then , he has officiated at almost
every swim meet in the west

has been first to step forward whenever
there was a need and his involvement with
the following clubs attest to his desire to
make a contribution to the community he
lives in.

Barcaldine Rugby League

Phil is an active community member

Level 2
Coach
Life membership 2013
Barcaqldine Cricket Club
president

former

Barcaldine Bowls Club
former President
Barcaldine Squash Club
Committee Member
Barcaldine Aged Care
Vice-president since 2008
Clearly, Phil has had an impact on the
lives of a great many people and has been
nominated for an Australia Day Reward in
1991, 1994 and 1996.

The faces may change every few
years but the Barcaldine Swimming
Team thrives under the leadership of
Geoff Rafter. Each of the swimmers
respond to his efforts to help them
improve while Geoff makes sure they
enjoy themselves even thought they
are training hard at the same time.

Every child is important to Geoff who
goes out of his way to make it as
easy as possible for them to be involved in the swimming club and with
a strong, proactive committee supporting his efforts, the swimming
Club is riding high & the whole community is benefiting from the club’s
successes in competition..

In fact, recent publicity given to Barcaldine
Goat races was the direct result of an interview with Geoff by ABC radio and Win
television. Geoff is a proud Barcaldian
who would not want to live anywhere else
and has gone to great lengths to ensure
the children in his community did not want
for anything that could be attributed to a
lack of opportunity. All of our communities
would benefit from more like him. The
Barcaldine “OUTBACK OASIS” Swim
Meet is a major event is Western Queensland and is a meet that has attracted
thousands to enjoy the relaxed social interaction of western Queenslanders. Be it
Swimming, Football ,Netball or other
sport, Geoff will be there to lend a hand.
Often the first to arrive & last to leave.

Shouldthere be a job to be done, Geoff Rafter will put his hand up. As a consequence
Geoff has held almost every position within
the Barcaldine Swimming Club. In addition
to these positions, he has been Club Delegate to CQSA, a member of the CQSA
management Committee for six years and
during all of this time, he is a Practicing
Swimming Coach

I believe that Geoff Rafter deserves his nomination as a life member of the Central Queensland Swimming Association, it is is an
award he would not seek but it is one that he genuinely deserves. I vote YES and ask you to support my nomination of him.

I PROPOSE THAT
GEOFF RAFFTER
RECEIVE LIFE MEMBERSHIP
OF THE CENTRAL
QUEENSLAND SWIMMING
ASSOCIATION
DAVID MILBURN
SECONDED MICHAEL BORG

It is 22 years since Geoff Rafter took
his first child along to swimming club.
An enthusiastic parent without any
knowledge of our sport, Geoff helped
out in any way he could. The following year he was elected to the position of club secretary then President.
As a delegate to Central Queensland
Swimming Association, his knowledge about our sport grew quickly
and soon he filled the position of
coach for the Barcaldine Swimming
Club. It was at this time, when attending regional meetings that I first met
Geoff and began to appreciate what
he was contributing to the children in
his swimming club. In need of a
coach, Geoff set about gaining qualifications and knowledge that he could
pass on to the swimmers and soon,
he had Reece Harvey primed to win
Gold at the Queensland Sprint Championships at Chandler. Now, with
Reece leading the way, Barcaldine
club soon became a western powerhouse. .

Geoff continued to gain knowledge, attended
ASCTA Coaching Conventions and would
return to his swimmers with more and more
knowledge. They in turn, responded to his
enthusiasm and commitment to them, by
raising the goals they sought for themselves.
Early into his coaching career, Geoff self
funded his opportunities and while continuing with his full time job, he has continued to
coach morning and afternoon at no cost to
the swimmers.
In more recent times, and with financial &
other support from the Barcaldine Club and
other groups, Geoff has been able to take
swimmers to more & more meets. .

Often, after Geoff had driven through the
night, swimmers sleeping in the vehicle
would wake to find themselves on the
coast to compete in many of our Regional
meets.. Even meets in close proximity required he drive 2 or 3 hours each way.
Geoff has the support and trust of the Barcaldine community and now with swimming club funding, he will be able to increase the opportunities . A quality that is
common amongst those who are really
committed to our sport of swimming.
Money is secondary to having our swimmers achieve their goals. In the pool.

Attendance at the Arafura Games in
Darwin was a great success and as always, Graham made himself available
to lend a much need hand. This self
funded trip {to experience international
competition} was taken up by approximately 16 swimmers under the direction
of Garham as male Coach and Jodie
Shanks as Female Coach. It was an experience that I am certain would benefit
many of our present swimmers.

Graham made my job as President of CQSA
so much easier. It did not matter what the task
was, what I might need of him, in fact anything
I asked of him at all, I knew he would be there
to assist me and that I could count on him to
deliver. While others paid lip service to their
desire to assist our association, Graham
showed, by his actions that he was there to do
whatever was needed to ensure the swimmers
were taken care of and the activity was a success.

In camp with Yoluane Kukla and her coach
Michael Palfrey, Graham looks very relaxed
posing for this photo. Interestingly, this camp
was a pivotal point in the development of
Alanna Bowles as an Australian Representative swimmer.
This photo was taken at dinner. But interestingly, I recall the afternoon session prior to it.
Yolane was swimming easily down the pool
towards Alanna and from Alanna’s body language and expression, I sensed she was
asking herself what she needed to do to be
like Yolane. In that instant Alanna had
made the mental judgment, that if Yolane
could do it so could she. In that instant,
Alanna believed it could happen and history
shows that it did. As usual, Graham was an
integral part in delivering this camp and others under my term as president.
I SUBMIT GRAHAM FOR LIFE MEMBERSHIP

A LIFETIME OF
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE
Ipswich Railway’sSwimming Club
Moura Club Secretary
Moura Club President
Life Member of Moura Swimming Club
Club Delegate to CQSA
Committee Person CQSA
Practicing Swimming Coach
Coach SBU Saints
Male Coach at Camps and Clinics

In typical fashion, graham has never sought accolades for his coaching. He was very proud of his swimmers efforts and
went out of his way to assist and encourage them. A d coach, Graham will be missed on pool deck.

.A resourceful coach, Graham found ways
of overcoming the many difficulties he
faced and with a keen eye, would often
produce swimming’s latest training accessories in his workshop at home.
This meant that the equipment was affordable for him and accessible to his swimmers.
Proud of the achievements that his swimmers made, Graham was modest in accepting the accolades for his coaching efforts and while many had set new CQ and
BBCQ records, he chose not to accept
credit for his part in their achievements, but
simply continued encouraging his swimmers to seek excellence in everything they
did in their lives as they were doing in their
sport.
Unfortunately, Graham has elected to retire
from coaching swimmers and will now seek
a more relaxed life style in Yeppoon. His
talents are a loss to our sport.. He has chosen another path but I am certain that
should any coach want someone to review
or oversee their program, that they should
contact him in his retirement as I know
from personal experience that he was always first to volunteer his time and often
the last to leave. His assistance in the
coaching clinics & camps conducted at the
Rockhampton Grammar school during my
Presidency of our association was invaluable to me and contributed so much to
their success.

I PROPOSE THAT GRAHAM
SIMPSON BE AWARDED
LIFE MEMBERSHIP OF THE
CENTRAL QUEENSLAND
SWIMMING ASSOCIATION.
SECONDED

During a break in the program,
Graham Simpson is recognized
by Swimming Queensland for the
many years of service that he has
given to our sport of Swimming.
With enthusiasm & local parent support, he
commenced St Brendan’s Swimming Club
which was soon renamed St Brendan’s & St
Ursula’s Swimming Club. As numbers
increased, Graham found himself providing
coaching for students attending each of these
two schools as well as other swimmers wanting
to be coached by him.
A final name change to reflect the origin of the
club in these two school was recently approved
and his club is now known as SBU Saints..

DAVID MILBURN
MICHAEL BORG

Raised in Ipswich, Graham moved to
———-almost 30 years ago after he
had been sequested by the Moura
swimming club to take over the
coaching of its’ children. A position
that found him rather than being
sought out by him. However, his love
for our sport, first experienced in the
Ipswitch Railway Swimming Club was
soon re-kindled and Graham found
his enthusiasm for swimming was as
strong as ever. After several years at
the helm of the Moura Swimming
Club Graham found the opportunity to
relocate to Yeppoon too good to ignore and soon entered the world of
semi-retirement as a recreational
fisherman.
Well so much for that idea. His love
for our sport that was re-kindled at
Moura soon had him seeking out
coaching opportunities on the coast
at St Brendan’s College.
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